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Making EU Dental Amalgam History

The European Union’s three-step route to phasing out amalgam use

To implement the Minamata Convention on Mercury, the new European Union rule is taking pro-active steps
acts to transition to dental industry to mercury-free filling materials.

Consuming fully 90 tonnes in 2010, Europe is the world’s #1 user of dental mercury.' (Amalgam use is very
heavy in some Member States and non-existent in others.) Much of this dental mercury enters the
environment via unsound pathways, polluting (1) air via cremation and sludge incineration; (2) water via
dental clinic releases and human waste; (3) soil via landfills, burials, and fertilizer.”

To its great credit, the new Europeail Union rule will go a long way towards reducing mercury pollution. Tt
has a three-step process for phasing'out amalgam use in the EU:

1. Ban amalgam for children: As of 1 July 2018, amalgam is banned for children under 15, pregnant
women, and breastfeeding women. In early 2018, Member States must adjust government programs
and insurance to cover this change in dentistry.

2. Develop national plans: As of 1 July 2019, each Member State must adopt a plan to phase down
amalgam use further. The World Alliance for Mercury-Free Dentistry and our ctvil society partners
in the Member States are available to assist governments prepare and implement such plans.

3. Evaluate phase-out options: As of 30 June 2020, the European Commission must submit its
recommendation on phasing out amalgam entirely by a date certain. We believe by that point,
Europe will be ready to end the use of this major and unnecessary source of anthropogenic mercury.

As the EU moves forward to protect European children from direct and indirect exposure to dental
amalgam’s mercury, we urge European delegates to support efforts to extend these protections to children in
developing countries during the COP process.
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Florian Schulze, EU coordinator, florianschulze@outlook.com
Dr. Graeme Munro-Hall, EU dental advisor, gmh@steeps.net
Charlie Brown, president, charlic@mercury-frec.org
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